
Dear Oak Bluff Estates Phase II community members:

As you may or may not have heard, the RR ISD demographer is recommending
that all Oak Bluff Estates phases (I, II, and Reserve), Forest Ridge, and a few
other smaller subdivisions have boundary changes for the middle school. At the
current time, children from these subdivisions attend Ridgeview Middle School.
The demographer recommendation is to have these populations attend
Hernandez Middle School on the north-central side of town. The stated reason is
to provide balanced populations as Hernandez has fewer students, and Ridgeview
Middle School is overcrowded.

If you do not subscribe to our community's Facebook page, you should at this
point to understand the viewpoints of the various community members, both those
of parents and those who are no longer parents but have lived here for an
extended period of time or are new to the community.

There are several logistical talking points:

1. Transportation: The students would be placed on buses, crossing 79 and the
railroad track. The distance is almost another three miles. For children who may
drive their bikes to school, they cross the tracks and turn onto 79 and then drive
along Sunrise, or they go up Red Bud, over to 3406 (also a wide road), to Sunrise,
and then south down to Hernandez. In addition, for families who drive their kids to
school and pick them up, this adds MORE traffic to already busy roadways and
adds more traffic onto 79, which begins to back up after school is out.

2. Hernandez is a lower performing school based on test scores. What are the
causes for this? How will that impact our (and all) students?

3. There is a concern on the effect of property values if children are moved out of
the area at the middle school level. There is some perception that where children
are attending school effects choices made by home buyers. It was a talking point
at the Pulte builder's meeting where they stated the homes at CR123 & Redbud
would go to RR ISD. They could have petitioned for Hutto ISD. RR is perceived as
the better school district.

Not evident or clear:
1. Will the same amount and quality of extracurricular activity be available to our
middle schoolers as that offered at Ridgeview? Based on phone calls by parents
to Hernandez, it appeared that honor society and some other academic related
clubs and organizations did not exist. However, Hernandez is an IB school.

2. Will the children go to Stony Point afterwards? At the OBE Phase II meeting
held tonight among concerned community members, it appears from one set of
maps that students would matriculate into Stony Point. We are still unclear as the
ISD has not specifically stated that this would be the case.

3. What does this do to the district's commitment to alignment in which elementary
schools feed into a specific middle school, which then feeds into a specific high
school, keeping the student body intact? With the proposed plan, elementary
school students at Forest Creek Elementary are split when they move on to
middle school, with children going to either Ridgeview or Hernandez.

4. How many parents will choose to send their children to charter schools or home
school? This has been discussed on the Facebook group. The ISD is creating
specific elementary and middle school campuses with special emphasis, such as
performing arts, to minimize the bleed off to charter, private, and home schools.
The realignment may just encourage more charter and private school choices.

5. What is the district's plan to add more middle and elementary schools in the
southeast portion of the city? With development of more land for single resident
housing in this southwestern area, the existing school inventory is insufficient.



There is a school board meeting Thursday night, September 15, 7:00 pm at the
RR High School campus, in their auditorium. The address according to the
website is 300 Lake Creek Drive. It is now a large campus, so I suggest
individuals go there early to get a parking place, find the location, and to sign in to
speak.

Additional public hearings are:
Wednesday, September 21st, 7:30 pm, Cedar Valley Cafeteria
Wednesday, September 28th, 7:30 pm, Chisholm Trail Middle School
Thursday, September 29th, 7:30 pm, Walsh Cafeteria

Finally, the volunteer OBE action group has created a petition at change.org. Search for Oak Bluff,
and consider signing the petition.

On behalf of the planning group that has spontaneously formed, I hope you take the time to attend
one of the public meetings. Your community volunteers will be at each public hearing to add more
fact based information as it becomes available.

I am impressed with the group's professionalism and focus. Hopefully they will assume other forms
of public service in the future. Our subdivision is in good hands with these future leaders.

Sincerely yours,

Dale L. Ricklefs
President
Oak Bluff Estates Phase II

http://change.org/

